
Dear NAHMA Members, 
  
Today, HUD issued the Final Rule on Establishing a More Effective Fair Market Rent System; Using Small 
Area Fair Market Rents(SAFMRs) in the Housing Choice Voucher Program Instead of the Current 50th 
Percentile FMRs.   
The SAFMRs Final Rule is attached and available on NAHMA website here. HUD also provided the 
attached “Key Aspects of the SAFMRs Final Rule” for key highlights.   
  
Summary (taken from final rule) 
This final rule applies the use of Small Area FMRs in the administration of the Housing Choice Voucher 
(HCV) program for certain metropolitan areas. This final rule provides for the use of Small Area FMRs, in 
place of the 50th percentile rent, the current regulations, to address high levels of voucher 
concentration in certain communities. The use of Small Area FMRs is expected to give HCV tenants 
access to areas of high opportunity and lower poverty areas by providing a subsidy that is adequate to 
cover rents in those areas, thereby reducing the number of voucher families that reside in areas of high 
poverty concentration.   
  
According to HUD’s press release on the SAFMRs final rule, the following Metropolitan Areas are 
required to implement SAFMRs: 
  

Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA HUD Metro FMR Area 

Bergen-Passaic, NJ HUD Metro FMR Area 

Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill, NC-SC HUD Metro FMR Area 

Chicago-Joliet-Naperville, IL HUD Metro FMR Area 

Colorado Springs, CO HUD Metro FMR Area 

Dallas-Plano-Irving, TX Metro Division 

Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach-Deerfield Beach, FL Metro Division 

Fort Worth-Arlington, TX HUD Metro FMR Area 

Gary, IN HUD Metro FMR Area 

Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT HUD Metro FMR Area 

Jackson, MS HUD Metro FMR Area 

Jacksonville, FL HUD Metro FMR Area 

Monmouth-Ocean, NJ HUD Metro FMR Area 

North Port-Bradenton-Sarasota, FL MSA 

Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL MSA 

Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD MSA 

Pittsburgh, PA HUD Metro FMR Area 

Sacramento--Arden-Arcade--Roseville, CA HUD Metro FMR Area 

San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX HUD Metro FMR Area 

San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos, CA MSA 

Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL MSA 

Urban Honolulu, HI MSA 

https://www.nahma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Final-Rule-on-Small-Area-Fair-Market-Rents-SAFMRs.pdf
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2016/HUDNo_16-173


Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD HUD Metro FMR Area 

West Palm Beach-Boca Raton-Delray Beach, FL Metro Division 

  
A NAHMA Analysis will be available shortly to analyze how HUD responded to industry concerns during 
the public comment period.  
  
Best, 
  

Larry Keys, Director of Government Affairs 

National Affordable Housing Management Association 

400 N. Columbus St., Suite 203, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Phone 703-683-8630, ext.111 Email lkeys@nahma.org, Website www.nahma.org 

NAHMA is the leading voice for affordable housing management, advocating on behalf of 
multifamily property managers and owners whose mission is to provide quality affordable 
housing. 
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